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[Abstract]

A Study on Problems and Improvement of
Groundwater Pollution Prevention System in
“Groundwater Act”

Park, Jong Joon

(Research Fellow, Korea Legislation Research Institute)

In order to build an integrated and sustainable management system for
water quality and water quality, the authority on water resources of the
Minister of Land, Infrastructure and Transport has been transferred to the
Ministry of Environment and the existing decentralized water management
system has become unified. Accordingly, the “Groundwater Act”, which
stipulates matters relating to the proper development and utilization of
groundwater and the efficient maintenance and management of groundwater,
requires a new paradigm shift. In particular, the groundwater pollution
prevention system, which occupies a low portion in the “Groundwater Act”.
needs to find ways to improve the system in order to solve the existing
legal problems and to respond to the new policy environment. The
groundwater pollution prevention system is based on Article 16 through
Article 16-4 of the “Groundwater Act”. The first problem with the
groundwater pollution prevention system is that the regulations on the
objects, requirements, and measures are unclear. Second, there is a lack of
connectivity in relation to the regulation itself, the sub-regulations, and “Soil
Environmental Conservation Act”. The last problem is the lack of
effectiveness of regulations, which is due to the inefficiency of role
allocation among administrative agencies and the lack of practical legal
means. In order to improve the groundwater pollution prevention system, it
is necessary to clearly establish the concept of the key terms related to the
groundwater pollution prevention system. Second, it is necessary to expand
the proportion of regulations related to the prevention of groundwater
pollution within the “Groundwater Act”, and to make a reasonable

adjustment to the ground water management system. Third, considering the
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close relationship between groundwater and soil, the legal connection with

“Soil Environmental Conservation Act” should be strengthened. Finally, it

is necessary to improve the legal system to support the strategic regulatory

system to effectively achieve the policy objective of preventing groundwater

pollution. As a result of the unification of water management, the

groundwater pollution prevention system should be continuously developed

in the long term.
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